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Pro JavaScript™ Techniques
Dear Reader,

If one thing is apparent in modern web applications, it is that JavaScript™

programming is a required skill, demanding knowledgeable developers. The
problem is that up until just recently, JavaScript has been treated as a toy lan-
guage—when it is anything but.

In this book I show you how modern JavaScript development works,
emphasizing the practical skills necessary to build professional, dynamic web
applications.

I start with some of the fundamentals of object-oriented JavaScript, best
practices, and debugging and testing, and then move on to DOM scripting and
events and how they allow JavaScript, CSS, and HTML to interact dynamically.
You’ll take that knowledge and use it to build page-enhancing effects and inter-
esting interactions. Next, I provide a detailed exploration of the concepts behind
Ajax and how it can improve the user experience. Finally, I give you a look at the
future of JavaScript—where is it going from here? At the end of the book, several
appendixes are provided so you can look up syntax quickly and easily.

Throughout this book I provide a number of case studies and sets of reusable
functions that you can follow along with and use in your own applications to
demonstrate the concepts covered. This includes everything from image galleries
and autocomplete search boxes to a full Ajax wiki application. Additionally, I
provide a number of examples that utilize modern JavaScript libraries such as
Prototype, Scriptaculous, and others.

I wrote this book to get any programmer with simple JavaScript experience
completely up to date with the latest techniques behind the technology. I hope
that you’ll gain a greater understanding and learn everything that you need to
become a successful JavaScript developer. 

John Resig
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